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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 0509 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, NU 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: THE LIBERAL-CONTROLLED SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL TURNED 
DOWN JAN 31 THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY'S (PCN) PETITION FOR POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE FEB 5 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. THE PCN RESPONDED BY REAFFIRMING 
ITS POSITION THAT THE TIME IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS 
AND DISCLAIMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ELECTIONS. ALSO ON JAN 31 ALL 
THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION PARTIES (THE PCN, THE UNION OF DEMOCRATIC 
LIBERATION (UDEL), THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY, AND THE AUTENTICO 
AND AGUERISTA FACTIONS OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY) SIGNED A DOCUMENT 
PLEDGING "UNITY IN ACTION." END SUMMARY 

1 . LIBERAL-CONTROLLED SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL REPORTEDLY TURNED 
DOWN JAN 31 THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY (PCN) PETITION OF JAN 23 TO POST- 
PONE THE FEB 5 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. THE CONSERVATIVES HAD ARGUED 
THAT 

THE ELECTIONS COULD NOT BE CARRIED OUT "IN THE CLIMATE OF COMMOTION, 
UNCERTAINTY AND NATIONAL INDIGNATION CAUSED BY THE OUTRAGEOUS 
ASSASSI- 
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NATION OF DR. PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO" AND "THE SUSPICIOUS MANNER" IN 
WHICH THE INVESTIGATION WAS BEING CONDUCTED. OPPOSING THE CONSERVA- 
TIVE POSITION, THE LIBERAL PARTY (PLN) NATIONAL DIRECTORATE ARGUED 
THAT THE TRIBUNAL HAD NO AUTHORITY TO POSTPONE ELECTIONS, BUT ONLY 
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TO 

ESTABLISH A NEW DATE, A POSTERIORI, IF FOR SOME REASON THE ELECTIONS 
COULD NOT BE HELD. 

2. IN A PRESS STATEMENT JAN 31 THE PCN REAFFIRMED ITS POSITION, 

CITING THE CANCELLATION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN'S VISIT, THE 
DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY, (I.E., A DE FACTOR STATE OF 
SIEGE), THERESIGNATION OF PCN CANDIDATES, AND THE SILENCING OF RADIO 
AND TELEVISION NEWS PROGRAMS AS EVIDENCE THAT CONDITIONS ARE NOT 
APPROPRIATE FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS. THE PCN STATEMENT CONCLUDED BY 
DISCLAIMING ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN ON FEB 5 

AND DECLARING THAT THE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS WITH THE PLN AND ITS 
CHIEF (SOMOZA). 

3. ALSO ON JAN 31, THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PCN, THE UNION OF 
DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION (UDEL), THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY, AND THE 
AGUERISTA AND AUTENTICO FACTIONS OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY SUB- 
SCRIBED A UNITY DOCUMENT WHICH STATES THAT: 

- PARTY DIFFERENCES AND STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND TO CON- 
SOLIDATE A COMMON WILL. 

- THE PCN AGREES WITH THE OTHER PARTIES THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FEB 5 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, CONFIRMING 
THE GENERAL REPUDIATION OF THOSE ELECTIONS. NOTHING IS LEFT BUT THE 
RESIGNATION OF SOMOZA TO ATTEMPT TO RECONSTRUCT THE NATION ON 
AUTHENTIC HISTORIC VALUES. 

- THE POLITICAL PARTIES, UNITED IN ACTION, WILL TAKE ADEQUATE STEPS 
TO ACHIEVE CONCRETE RESULS. 
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4. THE DOCUMENT PRAISES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR, 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND THE PRESS, AND ASSURES THE NATIONAL GUARD 
AND GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES THAT THE STRUGGLE OF THE (OPPOSITION) 
POLITICAL PARTIES, THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND THE UNIONS IS NOT AGAINST 
THEM BUT AGAINST THE "TOTTERING SOMOCISTA DICTATORSHIP." 

5. COMMENT: THE UNITY DOCUMENT OF JAN 31 DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE THE 
CREATION OF A SINGLE UNIFIED OPPOSITION ORGANIZATION, BUT RATHER 
TO UNIFY THE GOALS AND STRATEGIES OF THE DIFFERENT OPPOSITIN 
GROUPS. NEVERTHELESS, THIS IS THE CLOSEST THAT THE DIFFERENT OPPO- 
SITION GROUPS HAVE COME TO UNITY SINCE THE MID- 1960'S. A DECISION 
THAT MIGHT HAVE MADE THE RAPPROCHEMENT POSSIBLE WAS THAT OF UDEL 
OF RECOGNIZING THE VALUE OF THE LEGAL STATUS CURRENTLY ENJOYED BY 
THE PCN AND ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE PCN STATEMENT. THAT STATEMENT 
STOPS 

SHORT OF DECLARING THAT THE PCN WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE FEB 5 
ELECTIONS (WHICH WOULD COST THE PCN ITS LEGAL STATUS), BUT QUESTIONS 
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THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ELECTIONS. 
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UNCERTAINTY AND NATIONAL INDIGNATION CAUSED BY THE OUTRAGEOUS 
ASSASSI- 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MAN AGU 00509 021518Z 

NATION OF DR. PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO" AND "THE SUSPICIOUS MANNER" IN 
WHICH THE INVESTIGATION WAS BEING CONDUCTED. OPPOSING THE CONSERVA- 
TIVE POSITION, THE LIBERAL PARTY (PLN) NATIONAL DIRECTORATE ARGUED 
THAT THE TRIBUNAL HAD NO AUTHORITY TO POSTPONE ELECTIONS, BUT ONLY 
TO 

ESTABLISH A NEW DATE, A POSTERIORI, IF FOR SOME REASON THE ELECTIONS 
COULD NOT BE HELD. 

2. IN A PRESS STATEMENT JAN 31 THE PCN REAFFIRMED ITS POSITION, 

CITING THE CANCELLATION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN'S VISIT, THE 
DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY, (I.E., A DE FACTOR STATE OF 
SIEGE), THERESIGNATION OF PCN CANDIDATES, AND THE SILENCING OF RADIO 
AND TELEVISION NEWS PROGRAMS AS EVIDENCE THAT CONDITIONS ARE NOT 
APPROPRIATE FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS. THE PCN STATEMENT CONCLUDED BY 
DISCLAIMING ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN ON FEB 5 

AND DECLARING THAT THE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS WITH THE PLN AND ITS 
CHIEF (SOMOZA). 

3. ALSO ON JAN 31, THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PCN, THE UNION OF 
DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION (UDEL), THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY, AND THE 
AGUERISTA AND AUTENTICO FACTIONS OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY SUB- 
SCRIBED A UNITY DOCUMENT WHICH STATES THAT: 

PARTY DIFFERENCES AND STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND TO CON- 
SOLIDATE A COMMON WILL. 

- THE PCN AGREES WITH THE OTHER PARTIES THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FEB 5 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, CONFIRMING 
THE GENERAL REPUDIATION OF THOSE ELECTIONS. NOTHING IS LEFT BUT THE 
RESIGNATION OF SOMOZA TO ATTEMPT TO RECONSTRUCT THE NATION ON 
AUTHENTIC HISTORIC VALUES. 

- THE POLITICAL PARTIES, UNITED IN ACTION, WILL TAKE ADEQUATE STEPS 
TO ACHIEVE CONCRETE RESULS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MANAGU 00509 021518Z 


4. THE DOCUMENT PRAISES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR, 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND THE PRESS, AND ASSURES THE NATIONAL GUARD 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


AND GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES THAT THE STRUGGLE OF THE (OPPOSITION) 
POLITICAL PARTIES, THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND THE UNIONS IS NOT AGAINST 
THEM BUT AGAINST THE "TOTTERING SOMOCISTA DICTATORSHIP." 

5. COMMENT: THE UNITY DOCUMENT OF IAN 31 DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE THE 
CREATION OF A SINGLE UNIFIED OPPOSITION ORGANIZATION, BUT RATHER 
TO UNIFY THE GOALS AND STRATEGIES OF THE DIFFERENT OPPOSITIN 
GROUPS. NEVERTHELESS, THIS IS THE CLOSEST THAT THE DIFFERENT OPPO- 
SITION GROUPS HAVE COME TO UNITY SINCE THE MID- 1960'S. A DECISION 
THAT MIGHT HAVE MADE THE RAPPROCHEMENT POSSIBLE WAS THAT OF UDEL 
OF RECOGNIZING THE VALUE OF THE LEGAL STATUS CURRENTLY ENJOYED BY 
THE PCN AND ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE PCN STATEMENT. THAT STATEMENT 
STOPS 

SHORT OF DECLARING THAT THE PCN WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE FEB 5 
ELECTIONS (WHICH WOULD COST THE PCN ITS LEGAL STATUS), BUT QUESTIONS 
THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ELECTIONS. 

SOLAUN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LOCAL ELECTIONS, POLITICAL PARTIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: <CONCATENATED> 

Draft Date: 02 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MANAGU00509 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780050-0310 
Format: TEL 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978021 10/aaaafodv.tel 

Line Count: 245 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Message ID: f98c08ce-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3452266 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 970826 

Subject: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS SUMMARY: THE LIBERAL-CONTROLLED SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL TURNED DOWN JAN 

31 THE CONSERVATIVE PARTYYS (PCN) PETITIO 

TAGS: PINT, NU, PINT 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f98c08ce-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



